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Orkney Environment Partnership Meeting 

6th March 2014, St Magnus Centre, Kirkwall 
 

 

Attendees: 

Gail Churchill (Chair)  SNH 

Eileen Summers  Orkney Islands Council, Development & Marine Planning 

Clare Gee  Orkney Islands Council, Museums & Heritage 

Anna Whelan  Orkney Islands Council, Corporate & Community Strategy 

John Crossley  Orkney Field Club 

Craig Macinnes  OREF 

David Brown  Orkney Islands Council, Environmental Health 

Susan Pirie  SAC 

Fiona Isbister  NHS Orkney 

Jill Sutcliffe (Minutes)   Orkney Islands Council, Support Services 

   

Apologies: 

Alan Dundas 

Rob Crichton 

Maria Cuthbertson 

Alan Younie           

           

 
1. GC welcomed everyone to the meeting, and commented that Elected members need to be 

encouraged to attend these meeting. Future meetings could be co-ordinated through 

Maureen Spence (Democratic Services, OIC) who has access to Members’ diaries. 

ES advised that there is likely to be a representative from Scottish Water at future 

meetings. 

 

Matters arising from previous minutes: 

Miriam Frier had been invited to attend, however she is only able to attend meetings on 

Mondays. 

 

Action 

3. AOCB: The following 2 items were to be included in AOCB, following item 2 on the 

agenda, but were brought forward. 

 

Ecosystems Services Approach 

 

ES has produced an Ecosystems Services Approach document, which helps provide 

background and more information on ecosystems services, especially in an Orkney 

context, and thereby encourage groups to use an ecosystems services approach in their 

work. 

ES advised that this approach is being incorporated in the Open Space Strategy (by 

highlighting the benefits of open space in relation to surface water drainage and natural 

flood risk management as well as potential for further benefits, e.g. appropriate planting to 

support pollinating insects.)  This approach has also been taken in the draft Open Space 

Supplementary Guidance. 

DB noted that there are a lot of concerns elsewhere in the UK regarding systems of water 

re-use, which will discussed in depth under “Sustainable Land Management”. 

GC will take the Ecosystems Approach paper to the next Partnership Liaison Group 

meeting, and AW will add it to the agenda. 

CM suggested putting a monetary value on what could be lost by not following this 

approach, maybe with some examples. 

DB added that we could possibly explain which issues  cause financial loss, and  

where money needs to be spent to rectify these problems, to make it easier for the public 

to understand. 

CM to find some case studies showing financial impact. 

DB to get some statistics from Scottish Water. 
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All to send any other monetary examples they come across in their field of work. 

 

Sustainable Land Management 

 

DB advised that there have been ongoing problems with algal blooms affecting certain 

Orkney lochs, e.g. Burness in Westray and Kirbister in Orphir.  If not addressed, these 

could result in a shortfall of available water, particularly if there is a dry summer this year. 

Following a meeting between DB, SEPA and Scottish Water to discuss these issues, SW 

carried out a survey at to look at difficulties and this has led to grant funding being made 

available for land managers to resolve issues and improve processes. Land surveys to 

look at nitrate use, cattle movements etc will qualify for 100% funding, certain other work 

including fencing and water pumps will qualify for 75% funding. Grant application can be 

made between June and November 2014. 

SP commented that SAC has already had a meeting with local landowners, and 5 have 

already signed up for Water Environment Management Plans (WEMPs). 

DB mentioned that the winter populations of geese could be a contributory factor. 

JC mentioned the existence of an historic sustainable farming report which was 

undertaken by the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG) and could be made 

available, if required. 

 

2 The Environment Strategy Action Plan 

 

The Environment Strategy Action Plan was updated. The updates have now been included 

in the Action Plan, and can be found in the attached revised version. 

 

 

4. Date of Next Meeting 

 

September 2014 was identified as the best month for the next meeting – ES to confirm 

date, time and venue 

 

 

 


